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.others give to Shakespear, or Scott, or Dickens. But for all this
primary bias in favor of Handel, my business is still to be that of
the critic, who, invited to pronounce an opinion on the merits of
a performance by four thousand executants, must judge these
abnormal conditions by their effect on the work as open-mindedly
as if there were only four hundred, or forty, or four. And I am
bound to add that he who, so judging, delivers a single and un-
qualified verdict on the Festival, stultifies himself. The very same
conditions which make one choral number majestic, imposing,
even sublime, make another heavy, mechanical, meaningless.
For instance, no host could be too mighty for the Hallelujah
Chorus, or See the Conquering Hero. In them every individual
chorister knows without study or instruction what he has to do
and how he has to feel. The impulse to sing spreads even to the
audience; and those who are old hands at choral singing do not
always restrain it.

I saw more than one of my neighbors joining in the Hallelujah
on the first day; and if my feelings at that moment had permitted
me to make a properly controlled artistic effort, I think I should
have been no more able to remain silent than Santley was. Under
the circumstances, however, I followed the example of Albani,
who, knowing that she had to save her voice for I know that my
Redeemer liveth, kept a vocal score tightly on her mouth the
whole time, and looked over it with the expression of a child
confronted with some intolerably tempting sweetmeat which it
knows it must not touch.

But The Messiah is not all Hallelujah. Compare such a moment
as I have just described with the experience of listening to the
fiercely tumultuous He trusted in God, with its alternations of
sullen mockery with high-pitched derision, and its savage shouts
of Let him deliver him if he delight in him, jogging along at
about half the proper speed, with an expression of the deepest
respect and propriety, as if a large body of the leading citizens,
headed by the mayor, were presenting a surpassingly dull address
to somebody. There may be, in the way of the proper presenta-
tion of such a chorus as this, something of the difficulty which
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